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A Reading of the concepts of « Dhiker » and « Quoran » and their
problematical interpretation in contemporary thinking.

The methods that have been applied to interpret the sacred texts, and
especially to discren and question their notions are numerous and
various. As a matter of fact, hermeneutics or the interpretive reading
represents a set of philosophical mechanisms that seek to reread the
quranic conecpt, particulary the conecpts of « Dhiker » and « Quoran »

in muhammed shuhrour’s book « Al-kitab and the Quran : a
contemporary reading ».
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Muhammed shuhrour understands the notion « Al-dhiker » as « the
conversion of the quoran into a grammatical, human and spoken
formula », a formula which is articulated in the arabic tongue, since the
quoran message was primarily destined to the arabs. Shuhrour
introduces several interpretations of this concept in a way that
corresponds to its lexical and semantic context. He, then, demonstrates
how the oracle was shifted from a vertical relationship between allah
and his prophet muhammed to a circulated discourse among the prophet
and the common people who began to recall it through recitation.

Shuhrour relies on the interpretive and the explanatory paradigm in
his examination of the verses in which the notion « Dhiker » occurs.
This epitomizes a base/ premise for his reading from the traditional
writing in dealing with th verses, a fulfilment of the recipient need, a
clarification of the vision, and a provision for the subject of his study.

Muhammed shuhrour regards the concept « Quoran » as a text
which embodies an interpretation text itself. It’s, therefore, the source
of interpretation par excellence. Shuhrour’s reading of the notion
« Quoran » also indicates that if this notion occurs definite, it retains
the same meaning, but if it occurs indefinite, the the meaning partially
changes. In fact, « the holy Quoran » is « the noble Quoran » which was
revealed in the month of Ramadan. The expression « holy Quoran »
does not necessarily stand for « the holy Quoran », however, it takes
the same category as his, and entails a part of its meaning but not the
whole of it.

Eventually, we shall admit the daring of muhammed shuhrour in
investigating these concepts which he endoued with indications and
interpretations that made of the Quorani phenomenon a fertile ground
for various clues. « Dheker » and « Quoran » are two concepts whom
shuhrour tried to investigate grammatically, linguistically, and
conceptually, and to relatively emoncipate them from the emotional
readings with their doctrinal backgrounds.
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@ Jacques Bouveresse, herméneutique et linguistique, suivi de Wittgenstein et la

philosophie du langage, tiré part édition de I éclat, 1991, p48.
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@4 Article de G.DOUILLET ALQURAN  Encyclopédie de I'islam. Nouvelle
Edition. Etable avec le concours des principaux orientalistes, Par B.LEWIS,

CH.PELIT et J.SCHAT. Tome 2de C -G, P 230.
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1) Jean-michel salanskis, hermeneutique et cognition, presses universitaires du

septentrion,paris 2003,p87.
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“4  Article de J.D.PERSON, alkuran, E.l.2,t,5,.p 402 :
«ALKURAN : ¢’est la révolution que Dieu fait descendre sur Muhammad.

AL-KURAN, désigne un recueil de révélations en possession de Muhammad
qu’il regoit I’ordre de réciter. Le mot ALKURAN est employé dans le sens le plus
proche de celui qu’il a aujourd’hui lorsqu’il figue avec le Thora et L’Evangile.»
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