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Abstract :

Many academics and researchers in the field of sociology and anthropology dealt with the
topic of the social view of health and disease , And many of them have indicated that the
expression of health and sickness by the members of a society is a way to express the beliefs and

values they believe in and that the social perception of health and illness among individuals is
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subject to many determinants and variables such as age, gender and educational level, and is also
affected by cultural heritage and prevailing life models related to habits, traditions, values,
technological development in the medical field and other conditions and reasons that It
contributes to the development of society's perception of health and disease and the decision to

take treatment and its type.

This is what raised our idea to study the subject of social perceptions of health and disease

between traditional and modern point of view, and to project it on the Algerian society,

Where we concluded that the complex is still subject to a conflict between the traditional
metaphysical trend and the modern physical and sensorial trend in the interpretation and

treatment of diseases.

We often find the patient and his family moving between doctors and specialists, spending money,
effort, and time without any result, so they go to traditional medicine and medication with herbs,
which has become a science in developed countries and which has been called alternative

medicine.

But in Algeria, it is still in its primitive form, and it has not been subjected to scientific study and

scrutiny of its impurities, especially from charlatans, magicians and quacks.

Key words: social perceptions, health, disease.
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