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Delegation as a mechanism for exercising symbolic violence according to
Pierre Bourdieu
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Abstract
This research paper aims to address one of the central concepts represented by
Pierre Bourdieu's sociolinguistic stance, which is the concept of delegation as one of
the terms he coined to support his position and theory of symbolic power, which was
transferred from the traditional concept and given another meaning. By adding the
idea of symbolism to it and linking it to a humber of terms, including: linguistic
capital, social capital, the concept of Habitus, and the term symbolic violence, which
representing a central concept in his view on power by linking it to several fields such
as: politics, art, science, and education. He considered each of these fields are
mechanisms that devote the practice of this type of violence. Among them, language
as a mechanism for exercising violence, through which he came up with the concept
of delegation as a type of authoritarian symbolic means that carries on the surface
representation and authorization to speak in the name of those who are unable to speak
for their interests, and implicitly, as he considers violence as a hidden and soft means
through which special interests pass under the guise of legitimacy.

Keywords: Pierre Bourdieu; Delegation; Symbolic Power; Symbolic Violence;
Linguistic Capital.
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