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The Influence of the Printing Press in the Transition from Subjective to
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Abstract

This study scrutinizes the cultural repercussions of the printing press on Western thought,
emphasizing how the dissemination of the printing technology undermined the Church's
monopoly over knowledge. This process democratized access to scholarly and scientific texts,
notably the Bible, fostering an environment conducive to the proliferation of critical thinking.
The analysis extends to the paradigmatic shift in Western consciousness from a subjective,
theologically skewed understanding of the 'Other' to an objective perspective informed by
scientific methodologies. This paradigm shift was instrumental in contemplating the
foundations of the humanities and social sciences, particularly in interpreting the religious
legacies of disparate cultures through novel interpretive frameworks, as seen in the science of
religions. Further, the study explores the influence of the printing press on philosophical
evolution and the genesis of the Enlightenment. It posits that the printing press was
instrumental in dismantling western centrism, catalyzing a cultural shock through encounters
with diverse worldviews, which led to the embrace of a more inclusive, universalist approach.
Importantly, the enlightenment's core principles were significantly enriched by the Arab
exegetical traditions on Greek texts.
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