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Mechanisms to search for missing persons at the international level
Abstract :

Armed conflicts ¢«major migrations ¢political instability and organized crime
contribute to the increasing numbers of missing persons. Efforts to strengthen the rule
of law and technological progress ¢particularly in the areas of informatics and
forensics <have provided researchers with powerful tools to locate missing persons ¢
often under difficult conditions after a long time .ICMP's experience shows that
effective assistance can be deployed quickly and efficiently anywhere in the world to
address the issues of missing persons. the Central Tracing Agency provides a range
of search services for the missing; these services allow detainees and civilian
populations affected by conflict «disaster or other situations ¢such as migration,to
reconnect with family members. While the role of the Agency remains as important
today as in the past <and has accompanied the changes of the times «<benefiting greatly
from the technological advancement in order to accelerate the transfer of information
to the numbers of people. The mechanisms that constitute the subject of this
partwould prevent or reduce the number of disappearances at the very least. The
humanitarian organizations that mediate in the work in circumstances
wherellndividualsare facing difficulties in communicating with their relatives and
friends can play an important role in the distribution of standardized models and
provide individuals with information regarding the various possibilities to reconnect
with their family members <exchange of correspondence <applications search for the
missing <requests for other information <and the reunification of families.

Keywords:
Missing persons <Enforced disappearance <ICMP «arms conflicts.

Les mécanismes de recherche des personnes disparues au niveau international
Résumé :

Les conflits armés, les grandes migrations, l'instabilité politique et le crime
organis¢ contribuent a 'augmentation du nombre de personnes disparues. Les efforts
visant & renforcer I'Etat de droit et le progrés technologique,en particulier dans les
domaines de l'informatique et de la criminalistique, ont fourni aux chercheurs des
outils puissants pour localiser les personnes disparues, ¢<souvent dans des conditions
difficiles et aprés une longue période. L'expérience d'ICMP montre qu'une assistance
efficace peut étre déployée rapidement et efficacement partout dans le monde pour
résoudre les problémes des personnes disparues. L'Agence centrale de recherches
fournit une gamme de services de recherche pour les disparus.

Ces services permettent aux détenus et aux populations civiles touchées par un
conflit,une catastrophe ou d'autres situations comme la migration de renouer des liens
avec les membres de leurs familles. Alors que le role de 1’Agence demeure aussi
important que par le passé,et a accompagné les changements de 1’époque - il profite
grandement de 1’avancée de la technologie afin d’accélérer le transfert de
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I’information a un nombre croissant de personnes, les mécanismes faisant 1'objet de
cette partie jouent un rdle préventif dans la création des fondations qui empécheraient
ou réduiraient au minimum le nombre de disparitions.

Les organisations humanitaires qui interviennent dans leur travail, dans des
circonstances ou elles rencontrent des difficultés pour communiquer avec leurs
proches et les amis, peuvent au moins jouer un role important dans la diffusion de
modeles standardisés et fournir aux individus des informations sur les différentes
possibilités de renouer des liens avec les membres de leur famille : échange de
correspondance, avis de recherche de personnes disparues, demandes d'informations
complémentaires, et réunification des familles.

Mots clés:
Personnes disparues; Disparition force, ICMP conflicts, Conflits relatifs aux armes.
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“ MISSING PEOPLEDNA ANALYSIS AND IDENTIFICATION OF HUMAN REMAINSA

guide to best practice in armed conflicts and other situations of armed violence, international
Committee of the Red Cross, 1202 Geneva «Switzerland <November 2009 «p 1.
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™ See, Implementation Plan And Red Crescent Movement of the International Red Cross Council

of Delegates, the Restoring Family Links Strategy, Document prepared by the Central Tracing
Agency of the International Committee of the Red Cross Geneva «October 2007), Geneva,
Switzerland .

@ See, International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland, July 2014, p.5 . Helping
The Families of the Missing living With Absence.
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™ See, The ABC of Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs International Humanitarian Law
,Bern <2018 © FDFA (3rd revised edition) «p. 12.

®See, RED CROSS , of the Committee international ICRC, library manual, reports Iran- Iraq <1980
,GENEVA, 1980, p.67 .

® International Humanitarian Law the Domestic Implementation of a Manual, op . cit, p.54.
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() See, Missing persons and victims of enforced disappearance in Europe Issue paper published, by
the Council of Europe, Commissioner for Human Rights, 2016, p.31.
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() See, DNA Database Management Review and Recommendations , ENFSI DNA Working Group,
European commission directorate general justice and home Africa, April , 2016, p .57.

9 0o 2014 ¢ A Alaald &yl Al oyl Bigd! 3 RGB! Dladl &y ezl gy0c,,lasl @
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@Sl alel JJuS Silid! Gedzmtll § Ziasaill Aualall ol M5 o0 Lele dgiamdl @5 (@ @l @l g
Nl 3ol oludY Bei> SSLEY Amgls (agaall (oles¥ wuxd Aolasll LM @z by b Wy
@ aladl Laazll (GldY) Bsdmg Jlosdl (sxddl il @le pling dadml 2y 3 @) oldy olud)!

4 4o 2010 ¢ judawcl « A/HRC/15/26 « yiee dunliedl 8ol (olud¥! Gga> (ulza Busesl
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™ See, Mass Identification of Persons Missing from the Break-up of the Former Yugoslavia :

Forensic Sciences, Structure, Function, and Role of the International Commission on Missing
Persons, Edwin Huffine, John Crews, Brenda Kennedy <Kathryn Bomberger, AstaZinbo, The
International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2001, p.
273.

® See, Genetic Fingerprints from Bones are the Last Chance to Resolve the Fate of Victims of
Armed Conflicts in the Western Balkans <Press Sheet Status: May 2010, p. 2.
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© See, DNA Database Management. op. cit. p. 53.

®bid , p .54.

® See, Frequently Asked Question , ICMP , DNA , Identification , ICMP , The HAGUE , 14
November , 2017 , p.2.
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™ See, Remarks By Ms. Kathryne Bomberger, Director-General, International Commission On

Missing Persons (ICMP) Cooperation In Investigating Missing Persons Cases Linked To War
Crimes «Crimes Against Humanity And Genocide <ICMP «The Hague <17 November 2016 «p.7&
p.11.
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™ See, Memorandum of Understanding between the International Commission on Missing Persons

and the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court <nternational Committee on
Missing Persons pl ¢seventh of July <2016 «m The Hague «The Netherlands.
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D See, Registry, International Criminal Court , Public Information and Documentation Section, the
Hague, the Netherlands, 2016 , p17 Understanding the International Criminal Court.

@ See, Remarks By Ms. Kathryne Bomberger, Director-General <International Commission on
Missing Persons (ICMP) Cooperation in Investigating Missing Persons Cases Linked to War
Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity and Genocide <ICMP <the Hague <17 November 2016 ,p.3
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