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Ethics of Saudi Public Discourse on Social Media regarding Prominent Issues:

(X) platform as a model
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Abstract:
The study aimed to identify discourse ethics of the Saudi public in its discussions of issues through
X, which were represented by two hashtags(#Corona and #Madrasati_Platform) by monitoring the
content generated by audiences; and the extent of their commitment to the ethics of discussion
across digital public space. This was done by using two research methods: social network analysis
and discourse structure analysis, through monitoring electronic discussions, the ethics of discourse
followed, and the relationships between the active individuals. To collect its data, the study relied
on the (NodeXL) tool to retrieve (201,886) tweets for #Corona and (86,769) tweets for
#Madrasati_Platform, and a content analysis form to monitor the ethics of discussion period of one
year starting January 1, 2021 until December 31, 2021.The study reached to : the predominance of
the "negative" trend over the Saudi public's discourse in the hashtag #Corona via X Platform with a
percentage of 44.15%; while the "neutral" trend came at the forefront of the general trend of the
Saudi public's discourse in the hashtag #Madrasati_Platform with a percentage 49.73%.0ne of the
most prominent results of the study is the dominance of mutual respect between the discussants in
both issues via X by more than 97%, as the most prominent ethics of digital discussion.

Keywords: digital discussion, public's discourse, digital public space, X Platform, ethics of
discussion.
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