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Conflicting Approaches To The Development of the Public Sphere In Virtual Space
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Abstract:
The emergence of the Internet as a new communications technology has sparked
important and diverse debates regarding the relationship between this technology
and the public sphere. In this article, based on the public sphere intended by
Habermas, by asking four basic questions related to the possibility or rejection of
the formation of the public sphere in the virtual space, an attempt has been made
to study the opinions raised in this field in the manner of a systematic review.
Based on this study, three perspectives can be distinguished on the possibility,
rejection and conditions for the formation of the virtual public sphere. The upshot
of these three perspectives is that despite some of the capabilities of virtual space
to shape the public sphere, important challenges remain such as the digital divide,
polarization and fragmentation of virtual space, anonymity, and ultimately the
weakening of real social communication. Conducting a more detailed study of the
relationship between virtual space and the public sphere requires avoiding
technological determinism, considering the institutional and social context, and

conducting a comparative study in different social and institutional contexts.
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