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Ibn Badis and the Consolidation of Algerian Identity, National
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Abstract:

Since colonial France set foot on the land of Algeria, it aimed to
erase Algeria’s Arabism and Islam, as it waged a relentless war

against the Arab-Islamic culture throughout the country and began to
destroy the edifices of the flourishing culture in Algeria.
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Thousands of primary and secondary schools were shut down
with the ultimate goal of erasing the Algerian Arab and Muslim
identity. In this difficult time Ibn Badis appeared with his reformist
renaissance, through which he aimed to restore what had been
corrupted by the French oppressor and to counter the French colonial
schemes that were trying to belittle the Algerian character,while being
aware that he inevitably became part of the French nation.

What was Ibn Badis’s role in confronting what France was planning?
Was Ibn Badis able to save the Algerian Arab national identity?

And what were his plans to restore what had been spoiled by the
French invader?

Keywords: Islam, Arabism, culture, identity, reformation
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