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Abstract:

Through this article, we are trying to clarify the real philosophical
basis of comparative literature in its historical period (French), in
order to avoid the ambiguity and the confusion which are almost
persistent whenever discussions about the birth of comparative
literature (the nineteenth century) are opened. This confusion is
essentially due to relating the birth of this discipline to two factors;

“Scientism” and “Romanticism” without making distinction between
those factors, despite being contradictory. This article states that at
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that early time comparative literature was based on a pure positivistic
enlightening philosophy and not on a Romantic philosophy, despite
the role played by romanticism in spreading the idea of
“cosmopolitanism”.

keywords: Comparative literature, historical school, scientific
method, romanticism, positivism.
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