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Abstract

The relationship between environmental
standards and competitiveness is complicated.
Some experts consider compliance with
environmental requirements as an additional
burden, which increases production costs and
harms the competitiveness of firms and
industrial sectors, Others maintain that
environmental standards are a valuable
mechanism  for  improving  production
efficiency and reducing adverse impacts on the
environment where the costs of environmental
degradation are paid by society as a whole.
Consequently, there is a need to understand
whether environmental standards and efforts
to ensure environmental quality ultimately
increase or decrease competitiveness.

The degree of competitiveness at a national
or corporate level is determined by an ability
to increase income despite challenges posed by
the international marketplace.

The ability to foster cost-effective strategies
in terms of price, production and export of
goods and services is therefore fundamental to
efforts aimed at increasing competitiveness,
particularly in those countries that have
adopted export-led growth strategies and trade
liberalization policies.

This study examines the relationship
between  environmental standards and
competitiveness by assessing the scope and
scale of the impact on competitiveness of
Conformity with environmental standards to
study this relationship in Algeria.
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