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Paul Ricoeur and the Symbol presented for meaning : from the
epistemology of understanding to the ontology of existence
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Abstract: The contemplative practice in Paul Ricoeur's hermeneutical project is
considered as a turning point, as it provides insights into the epstimological
horizon in its various dimensions, it also made him known as a frontier
philosopher, in the same vein, this practice made interpretation a way to bridge
the gap that seperates us from existence through deciphering the symbols.
According to Ricoeur, ontological hermeneutics must be preceded by an
epistemology that clarifies meaning. Thus, he embodied the complete shape of
hermeneutics in the modern philosophical horizon, where he intended to revive
meaning from the insignificant, and philosophy to non-philosophy.
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