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Daily maternal absence and its relationship to behavioural problems
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Abstract: The current study aims to examine the relationship between daily maternal absence
and behavioural problems among students of the primary stage of working women’s children,
by indentifying the degree to which the children of working mothers suffer from behavioural
problems, and revealing the relationship between the degree of behavioural problems in
children and the daily hours of absence of mothers from them, as well as Identifying the
differences in the degrees of behavioural problems according to the pattern of the mother’s
daily absence from the child (fixed absence, frequent absence).

Where we used the descriptive approach, the study sample consisted of 43 (24 male and
19 female students) studying in the primary stage who were chosen intentionally, as their
mothers are working women, Clinical interview (semi- guided) and a behavior children
problem checklist. The following results were obtained:

— The children of working mothers suffer from less than average behavioural problems.

— There is no correlation between the scores of children’s behavioural problems and the
mothers’ daily hours of absence from them.

- There are no statistically significant differences in the degrees of behavioural
problems according to the pattern of daily absence of the mother from the child (fixed
absence, frequent absence).

Key words : Maternel absence; Behavioral problems; Elementary school students; Working
mother.
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