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Undermining the virility theme in the discourse of Hisar Al Maraya [The
Siege of Mirrors| by “Zineb Lout”
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Abstract:
This paper aims to dig into the mosaic of the Algerian feminist novel, by re-

reading it from a post-modern angle. It intends to uncover its patterns and study
its structures, to disclose its hidden legacy between the pages of resonating public
discourse, and to reveal what it contains of modernist dialectics expressing the
female self’s inner feelings, which put the other (virile) into question, showing him
as a marginalized theme in her discourse through a feminine language, to invade
his space and occupy his language. Thus, it seizes, albeit relatively, the throne of
contemporary writing. In this way, she fights him using the weapon of language
and moves- with her existence and her identity- from being a marginalized theme

gy ool Jt ot el
344



mailto:azzeddine.bouriba.etu@univ-mosta.dz
mailto:abderrahmane.benzoura@univ-mosta.dz

8393 o ool e 5 [ dygr cplle 2L

and a shameful mention, into being an identity and a center. This can only be
achieved by destroying the theme, and breaking inheritance.

Keywords: Undermining; Virility; The Other; Feminist novel; Zineb Lout; Hisar
El Maraya [The Siege of Mirrors].
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