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The Controversy of the Sacred and the Profane in the Novel “El Ishek
ElMokadness” (the Holy-Profane Adoration) by Ez-Eddine Jalawji
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Abstract:

The novel deals with the duality of sacred and profane in Arab and western
cultures; the duality that dissented in meaning and was mutually reinforced in
description. Terminology is generally defined by its opposites. Only by invoking its
profane antithesis can the ambiguity of the sacred be clarified. This duality grew
out apprehensive of the religious and totemic taboo strife. Any transgression by art
will cause the de-sanctification of the narrative imaginary and diverts it from its
first sacred message making it trapped in the circle of the profane outside the
religious and tribal system and immersed in prohibitions. It is, then, devoid of
integrity and becomes rightly defiled.

Keywords: sacred; profane; taboo; totem; de-sanctification.
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"[the totem] Expresses and symbolizes two different kinds of things. From one

point of view, it is the outward and visible form of what | have called the totemic
principle or god; and from another, it is also the symbol of a particular society that
is called the clan™.
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