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The Efforts of the French Orientalists and the Problem of Translating

Algerian Folk poetry during the Colonial Period

The Model of the French Orientalist Sonneck
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Abstract:

Since it entered Algeria, French colonialism has worked on controlling the
Algerian people by absorbing its nature and understanding its culture, religion,
and national elements. Since folk literature was a means of expressing people by
their simple language and sincere feelings, the French orientalists thrived on
gathering and writing it to serve the colonizer’s knowledge and curiosity. One of
the interests of the French orientalists in Algeria was popular poetry. Therefore,
they worked on recording it from native people and narrators to understand and
explain it in French.

Uy A P W PN [ | N
212



mailto:abid.aicha@umc.edu.dz

des Sl

The French orientalist Sonneck was among the prominent ones who cared
about this topic. This study aims to spot light on the efforts of Sonneck, and it
revealed that he largely contributed to this field.

Keywords: Algerian popular poetry; the colonial period; Sonneck; translation.
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a) La lecture de ce texte donne lieu & quelques observations,

La premidre rime intérieure en  long (yi mén teara lyya) nécessite, on vue
d'un son unique, une modification de l'orthographe des mots qui la composent :
un | remplace le § des noms et des adjectifs; un | s'ajouts au pronom affize de
la premidre personne du singulier, -

Quoique le dialogue se pourauive entre deux femmos, los verbes sont employés
aux deux genres, L'indifférence en matidre d'orthographe est la soule cause
de ces anomalies, d'ailleurs sans importance iciy puisqu'il ne peut y avoir con-
fusion, ,
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