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The Interpretation of the Imaginary According to Mohammed
Noureddine Affaya; Excavations into the concept and the practice
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Abstract:

Under the acculturation practice by Western modernity, and the intellectual
alienation and tragic rupture that the Arab consciousness is witnessing, The
Moroccan thinker “Mohammed Noureddine Affaya” tried to approach the
"Imaginary" as an unthinkable subject to reveal the manifestations of this
alienation in the fragile Arab reality, dazzled by the cries of Western fashion of
modernity and rationality, The other's manifestations revealed a double
displacement of the Arab imaginary towards the eastern self that is described as
heritage and theological self, and towards the other / the West with its deceptive
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stereotypes and seductive combinations. Hence, this research paper comes to
critically discuss the book "The West in the Arab imaginary" and debate the
following problem: What is the concept of the imaginary? How did Affaya invest it
in its critical approach to modern Arab rationality?

Keywords: imaginary; Affaya; interpretation; excavations; concept.
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