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Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to study the role of small and medium enterprises in achieving
sustainable development. The Japanese experience in the development of small and medium
enterprises, which contributed greatly to the development of the Japanese economy and achieve
sustainable development was reviewed. The results of the study showed that the SME component plays
a major role in realizing the dimensions of sustainable development and contributes to increasing the
competitiveness of the local economy at the global level.

Keywords: SMEs, sustainable development, Japanese experience, increasing competitiveness of the
local economy.
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Number of Sample Enterprises 2016-2017.
Manufacturing | Nonmanufacturing Total Response rate
All Enterprises 4343 6 344 10687 99,4%
Large Enterprises 1074 1029 2103 99,3%
Medium-sized Enterprises 1143 1837 2980 99,3%
Small Enterprises 2126 3478 5604 99,6%
Financial institutions — — 195 99,0%
Source: Bank of Japan
Gross Domestic Product.
Item 2013 2014 2015 2016
Gross domestic product (GDP) 508,781.4 510,489.2 515,973.4 521,206.9
Domestic demand 517,680.9 519,525.0 523,120.9 525,159.2
Private demand 389,141.2 390,134.9 392,680.6 394,091.1
Private Residential Investment 15,877.2 15,202.2 14,959.3 15,794.0
Exports of goods and services 73,835.6 80,695.2 83,071.2 84,054.4
Imports of goods and services 82,745.9 89,587.3 90,265.6 88,196.7

Number of Employees (%).

Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, STATISTICAL HANDBOOK OF JAPAN, 2017, p27.

Year Primary industry Secondary industry Tertiary industry
2005 4.9 26.4 68.6

2010 4.2 252 70.6

2015 4 25 71

Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, STATISTICAL HANDBOOK OF JAPAN, 2017, p29.

Gross Domestic Product by Type of Economic Activity (2015) (%).

Year 2005 2010 2015
Primary industry 1.1 11 11
Secondary industry 29.6 257 30
Tertiary industry 71.9 73 721

71

Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, STATISTICAL HANDBOOK OF JAPAN, 2017, p30






