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Abstract:

This paper explores the main elements of the rentier state approach to
analyze civil wars in Africa. Previous academic works on the resource curse
suggest that the rent revenues would lead to violent conflict, because they
strength state dependency to resources prices fluctuations, and undermine the
compromise bases of social contract. Also, rentier states are vulnerable to the
spread of rent-seeking behavior and predation politics, which in turn would
create serious dysfunctions within the system. This paper sheds light on the
analytical determinants of such theoretical vision, and examines briefly the
causal mechanisms between principal variables of the study.

Keywords: Rentier State, Civil Wars, Spoils Politics, Corruption, and
Economic Dependency.
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