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ostracods distribution in tHe superficiaL sediments 
of tHe bou-ismaiL bay (soutHernmost mediterranean,
aLgeria).

abstract

In the Bou-ismaïl Bay, in the southern bank of the western Mediterranean Algero-Proven-
cial Basin, the materials resulting from two sets of sampling on oceanographical boats show that
recent sedimentation associates two principal types of deposits : terrigeneous, and organogenic.
Their distribution is characterized by a layout in discontinuous bands more or less parallel to the
coast with respectively : a coastal sandy shelf, a coastal shelly facies forming a recent barrier, on
offshore shelly facies forming an old barrier or relic and a circalittoral muddy facies with silty mud
and frank mud.

The studied populations of ostracods relate to 39 samples taken in the various sedimentary
facies; 103 species of ostracods belonging to 46 genera were recognized.

Five associations, with dominant species, reveal various palaeoenvironments:
- Loxoconcha rhomboidea, inner infralittoral stage;
- Loxoconcha tumida, outer infralittoral stage;
- Costa edwardsii, circalittoral and epibathyal stages;
- Henryowellasarsii, bathyal stage.

Four other associations were defined by the nature of the substratum: in the facies with
fine granulometry, silty mud and frank mud eare of ten found the genera Krithe, Cytherella and
Cytheropteron. On the contrary the genera Bosquetina and Loxoconcha characterize the coarse
granulometry facies, recent shelly coastal or offshore shelly relic.
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