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Abstract:

Through this study, we have analysed the provisions of Article 16 of
the Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), according to which
the Security Council is given the power to defer and suspend its
investigation at any stage for a period of 12 months, by virtue of a

decision based on Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations;
This constitutes a serious interference in the work of the Court and is one of
the mostserious contradictions in the Statute of the Court; The text of article
16 contradicted preambular paragraph 03, which stressed that serious
crimes that threatenedpeace and security in the world must not go
unpunished, and also affected the independence of the Court.
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On this basis, this study is based on a problematic analysis of the
impact of the Security Council'scompetence to freeze investigations on the
effectiveness and independence of the International Criminal Court.
Keywords: he Security Council, Power to defer, International Criminal
Court.
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