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Can cognitive linguistics contribute to bringing
reforms to the Teaching of Rhetoric?
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/AVokjig-nd: This paper capitalizes on modern approaches to

interpreting the Arabic linguistic heritage. This research rests on
our belief that learning is cumulative and that theories follow from
and build on each other and have benefited each other in the
broader context of the human scientific quest. In this research, the
reader finds an attempt to identify and simplify a set of linguistic
and cognitive principles and how they apply to the pedagogy of
Arabic rhetoric. We seek to resolve the issue because numerous
learners and instructors continue to voice complaints about how
rhetoric is presented and taught, which may go so far as to take
away from the joys that should be gained from such a course. We
are aware that dysfunction if indeed it exists, emanates from a
systemic defect in the teaching of rhetoric and is not something the
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matter with rhetoric per se. Rhetoric is a science in its own right
that has contributed to constructing a respectable body of inherited
knowledge, and its pedagogy should be revised accordingly.)
Key- words: cognitive sciences; cognitive Linguistics; Cognitive
Grammar.
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2- Frank Boers and Seth Lindstromberg: (2008 P: 11): « Language and

linguistic behaviour is an integral part of cognition as a whole, and not
a separate and unique faculty».

22 ‘P " Oladl o2 :l?}}\ -3

4. Andrew N. Meltzoff: (1999: P: 261) « He (Fodor (1983)) and the other

modularity-nativists have argued that language is a separate module,

an independent “mental organ,” that does not grow from social-

cognitive development. It has its own independent origins On the other

hand, Piaget (1962) and Vygotsky (1962) have argued that language
emerges from nonverbal cognitiveand social development in infancy.».

G o Mt g ) e B ) ) ! S el S i) 2
Opdlly LY Sy medly ol LSl @Bl el ) e LA )
9 : 22010 LW andal) | s s oLyl

6~ Turner (Mark) (2013 P:15): “Cognitive Linguistics is a program for
studying language as a branch of mind, not a spate, portioned, modular
activity that can be regarded as independent of the rest of the
cognition”.
A17: o Mgl Jls i l" 1 SKs g -7
8_ Encyclopedia universialis. 1996Corpus 6 P :65.

8o "ht o ) el B sl ] " DS R 2l Dl i) -9

10 _Steiner (Pierre) (2005 P :13) :«Le cognitivisme est le paradigme

principal des sciences cognitives».

1. Bernard Victorri (2004 P :73): «Il faut d'ailleurs noter qu'un certain
nombre de tenants du courant des grammaires cognitives, comme
Langackeret Lakoff, sont d'anciens générativistes qui ont rompu avec
I'orthodoxie chomskyenne. Lakoff, notamment, a étéau début des années
70 l'un des chefs de file de la "sémantique générative”, I'une des
premiéres dissidences ducourant chomskyen. ».
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14- De Saussure F. (1975 P :155) : «Pour se rendre compte que la langue
ne peut etre qu’un systeme de valeurs pures, il suffit de considérer les
deux éléments qui entrent en jeu dans son fonctionnement : les idées et

les sons».
tol) B e aag M pad” (3 ESLSY) aglally adlly sl LIsG 10
342: -
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18Langacker: (Ronald W)(1988 P :4): “Orthodox theory holds that
language (or at least grammar) is describable as an algorithmic

system”’.
BLangacker: (1988 P :4):
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2L TAYLOR (JOHN. R) (2002 P: xi): "A particular concern was to do

justice to phonological and morphological structure, topics which are

largely ignored in more semantics-focused approaches within Cognitive
Linguistics".
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Langacker Ronald W. (2013 P:15).: J¥-Uly rslsisdll cpiadl cnr 165l

24 Langacker Ronald W. (1988 PP:11-12): «Symbolic units are
« bipolar », consisting in the symbolic relationship between a semantic
unit (its «semantic pole ») and a phonological unit («its phonological
pole»)».
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2. Langacker Ronald W. (2002 P:61): “A speaker who accurately
observes the spatial distribution of certain stars can describe them in
many distinct fashions: as a constellation, as a cluster of stars, as
specks of light in the sky, etc. Such expressions are semantically
distinct; they reflect the speaker's alternate construals of the scene,
each compatible with its objectively given properties. An expression is
said to impose a particular image on its domain.
30- Langacker Ronald W. (1987 P:107): “Our ability to impose alternate
structurings on a conceived phenomenon is fundamental to lexical and
grammatical variability".
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34- Lacoff George and Mark Johnson (1980 P:3): «Metaphor is for most
people a device of the poetic imagination and the rhetorical flourish-a
matter of extraordinary rather than ordinary language. Moreover,
metaphor is typically viewed as characteristic of language alone, a matter
of words rather than thought or action”.
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47- Langacker Ronald W. (1987 P:107): "Johnson (1987) has argued that
quiet a lot of our conceptual world is structured according to a small
number of what he calls ‘image schemas' ".

8. Antoine Culioli (1999 P:4) « Enoncer, c'est construire unespace et un
temps, orienter, déterminer, établir un réseau de valeurs
référentielles ».

4SDan Mina : (2014 P : 163) : « Studies in linguistic anthropology (Ochs
and Schieffelin 1984 ; Ochs 1988; Schieffelin 1990) treated the
language used both by children and to children in social interaction as
a resource in understanding and socialization and have shown that the
children acquire language and culture together through an integrated
process”.
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52- van DijkTeun A. (1985 P:61)« Understanding discourse not only
presupposes knowledge of the language, but alsoknowledge of the
world ».
53-SperberandWilson : (2012 P : ix ): « An apparently more realistic view

is that the speaker typically produces an utterance which encodes some,
but not all, of her meaning ».
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