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UN-African Efforts to Monitor and Curb the Proliferation of

llicit Trade in Light and Medium Weapons in the Sahel
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Abstract:

The collapse of the Gaddafi regime in
Libya in 2011 has had fueled conflicts
and tensions in the African Sahel
through the substantial proliferation of
tremendous quantities of small and
medium arms across the region, a
situation that drew great attention and
concerns. In this research paper, the
proliferation of illicit trade in light and
medium weapons in the Sahel region
will be examined and investigated, with
a special focus on international efforts
to monitor and curb this phenomenon.
Although the international efforts to
tackle this security problem have been
diverse, they are still ineffective to
achieve the desired objectives. And
unless the major producers of these
weapons assume a further responsibility
in monitoring the international markets
for small arms, many countries will
continue to suffer the subversion and
trauma of violent conflicts fueled by this
form of illicit trade.

Key words: UN-African; Sahel; Africa;
Small arms; arms control.
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