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A Study in the State-Building Question and the
Proliferation of Armed Conflicts in the Sahel Countries
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Abstract: toadell]
Given its geopolitical and |, ., Aol Joldl ihie  dad

strategic importance, the Sahel
has received a great international
attention. And since the interests
of major global powers are
entangled, the region has become
a space of strategic competition
among those external actors. In
addition, the Sahel is deemed to
be a crossroad for various forms
of arms and drugs-traffiking. A
fact that is mainly attributed to
the fragility of the constituent
states of the region. Accordingly,
the state-building crisis is a
plausible explanation for the
multifaceted security problem in
the Sahel. The crisis that has been
deepened by the colonial legacy
that ignored the peculiarities of
African socities as well as the
subordination of the ruling elites
in the region to former colonial
powers, particularly  France,
which have been persistently
seeking to maintain the sphere of
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influence in the region and | Jsul el sblge dolpsesl Jimo Lo gag csyall
beyond.  Furthermore,  the gl 3 e, Al pe Jles¥l 3
precarious situation that is . .
featured by the absence of social | il «gabudl Jos sasbiall ol
welfare and economic | ., . .
development for stalled the Aol el A b f‘i'zw"
establishment of citizenship and Aslaill
institutions culture in the Sahel.
A fact that has been widely
driving local individuals to
engage in illicit activities.
Keywords:  Sahel;  Armed
conflicts; State-building;
Terrorism; Organized crime.
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