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Couscous and ethnic representations in fiction films: from a cultural
heritage safeguarding to a tourist promotion
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Abstract:

As a result of the importance that cuisine represents in all parts of the globe,
UNESCO member states have begun to think about the interest in cuisine as an
intangible cultural heritage according to the 2003 Convention (UNESCO): a
criterion that is fully applicable to the main dish of couscous, which represents a
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common intangible heritage of Tunisia And Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania
(UNESCO), qualified at the same time for two of the five broad areas in which the
intangible cultural heritage exists, namely: social practices, rituals and ceremonial
events, to represent it at the same time as a daily and ceremonial dish, in addition
to traditional handicrafts that are manifested through traditional utensils that are
manufactured and used in cooking.

And if cooking and its rituals are embodied in narrative films, the culinary
heritage becomes a wonderful part of the narrative construction of the scenario.
As it will not only cover the shot with a Tunisian culinary character, but will also
primarily reflect the culture and identity of the film-maker during each
international distribution of the tape, which we will try to prove in our study, by
analyzing and comparing several illustrations of couscous dishes in Tunisian
feature films, such as " Al-Halfaween” by Farid Boughdir, “Under the Autumn
Rain” by Ahmed Al-Khashin and “Couscous in Bouri” by Abdel-Latif Kechiche.
Keywords: Couscous; Immaterial Cultural Heritage; Cinema; Ethnic
Representation ; Touristic Promotion ; Tunisia
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Many times, the roof tops have also ": )<l aajall (10 (Ghalatyl Cabaiall 138 das iy Lad20)
(RIDENE 212) "stood for the hidden encounters of lovers

« Ces grains, en effet, doivent : L L& o<l aajall 8 aa)y i dles delia salels Lad2]
étre calibrés avec soin de fagon a ce que tous, dans un méme plat, cuisent en méme
(Gobert 11) temps ou s’impreégnent également des condiments et des sauces »

it is a Franco—Tunisian co—production by a " : )5Sl aayall (e Cabiiall laa das iy adD2
(Kashdan) " Franco-Tunisian director about a Franco—Tunisian family

Kechiche even originally planned to " :— ajair )<l aajall o Cabaitall laa dea i Lad23
have his own father play the central role of the family patriarch Slimane in the film, and

when his father died a longtime family friend took his place.
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