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The image of the religious man in Algerian traditional folk song
and its anthropological implications
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Abstract:

The status of art and religion in society has been a core question within
anthropological thinking, and this is what prompted us to contribute to this
thinking, by studying the image of the religious man in traditional Algerian folk
song. This study has highlighted the extent of human need for art, both at an
individual and societal level, to dissipate destructive energies and convey human
experiences. In addition to this, the study illustrates the extent of the human need
for religion. The celebration of religious elements through popular song is an
important celebration, and it is in strong contrast to all the anthropological studies
that have asserted the end of the “era of religion”. This indicates a close
connection between art and religion, dating back to the time of their inception.
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