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Abstract: This study aims to uncover a different aspect of Ibn
Khaldun's thought, specifically his study of Islamic jurisprudence

(figh) and its principles (usul). To explore his approach, it was
necessary to shed light on his upbringing and formation in the field
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of jurisprudence. The study delves into the details of his approach
as outlined in his book "Al-Muqaddimah," which is the only
Khaldunian work available to us addressing these two fields. The
research reveals Ibn Khaldun's scholarly upbringing and his
initiation into jurisprudential knowledge. He began seeking
knowledge from a young age, studying jurisprudence under the
guidance of scholars in his country and era. Despite writing a book
on the principles of jurisprudence, a commentary on a poem by
Lisan Al-Din Ibn Al-Khatib, Ibn Khaldun did not reach the level of
specialization in jurisprudence and its principles. Instead, he
focused on history, politics, and urbanization.

Furthermore, the study unveils that Ibn Khaldun approached
jurisprudence and its principles in a manner distinct from the
conventions of his time. He viewed jurisprudence and its principles
through the lenses of history, geography, and wurbanization,
employing tools of description, analysis, and criticism. His unique
perspective encompassed the general framework of these sciences,
defining them, elucidating their sources, doctrines, and
methodologies. He emphasized the historical development of these
sciences and their geographical spread. So his approach was
innovative and worthy of study.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldoun; Islamic jurisprudence; Principles of
Islamic jurisprudence; Ibn Khaldoun’s Muqaddima.
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