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Artistic study of a manuscript « atuhfa almurdhiya »
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Abstract: The manuscript of “ Abi Abdallah Mohammed Ben Mimoun
Ezzouaoui Eldjazairi “ about the « Tuhfa Al murdhiya » is one of the
precious manuscripts preserved in the Algerian National Library , under
the inventory number 1625 . It is , then , an essential source for
researchers in several domains, it covers two prominent values : a
scientific about biographies , translations, history, archaeology and
literature, in addition to an artistic value that is apparent in the artistic
images of the manuscript’s form . However, researchers were not
attracted by studying the material side of the manuscript as an artistic
antique piece that contributes in showing several codicological aspects
that play a role in making it a special masterpiece that attracts many
scholars to consider the beauty of its components . For instance : Arabic
calligraphy, art of illumination and ornament, similar to the footnote
marks, basmala frames, prologue, and punctuation. All these elements
offer new artistic enrichments . This study also shows the emergence of
some eastern influences on calligraphy as well as the magamat headings,
retouch and decoration of some pages with suns and circles of different
colors , footnote marks and the use of Maghrebian calligraphy in writing
the manuscript in orderly lines .

Key words: manuscript, calligraphy, art, notes, decoration,
ornamentation.
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