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The reformist and nationalist activity of Al-aSth Muhmad al-basir al-
ibrahimiin Western Algeria during the Second World War: 1939-1945
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Abstract:

Sheikh Bashir Al-IBrahimi, vice-president of the Algerian Muslim Ulama Association, representative
of the reformist movement in Western Algeria and director of the Dar Al-Hadith school, expressed his
rejection of supporting France in the war since September 1938. After the outbreak of the war and the
failure of the colonial administration to bring Sheikh Bashir Al-Ibrahimi to a loyal position, he ordered him
to close Dar Al-Hadith and to stop all educational activities within it. He also decided to expel him to the
city of Aflou on 10 April 1940, while placing him under house arrest. A broad campaign of repression and
harassment was launched against the reformist ulama in Oranie and throughout the country to paralyse
the reformist movement. However, the activity of this movement continued under the leadership of
Sheikh mohamed Bashir Al-Ibrahimi, who was assigned by the Board of Directors to the Presidency in

May 1940.
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Following the Anglo-American landing on the Algerian coast, Sheikh Bashir Al-lbrahimi was released on
28 December 1942 and enthusiastically resumed his reformist and nationalist mission with the support of
the active ulama of the region, and thisis whatwe will try to address in thisstudy.

Keywords: : Sheikh Mohamed Al-Bashir Al-Ibrahimi - Association of Algerian Muslim Ulama, Western
Algeria, WorldWar II. Dar El Hadith.
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-Claude Collot et Jean-Robert Henry, Le mouvement national algérien, textes 1912-1954, 2
édition. (Alger: 0.P.U.1981 ).PP.177 - 183.
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