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Abstract
Several changes in different fields shined in the sky of
Great Britain during the nineteenth century, especially the
social field. The Industrial Revolution is considered as the first
major cause for those changes, which drove Britain to be the
first Industrial country in the world, with its economic power
as well. The process of the economic field during that period
resulted in various social problems, like poverty and bad living
conditions.
The motherland Britain and the British citizens
witnessed rough and hard circumstances through a transfer that

made its trace upon the geographical corners of the soil and the

people’s mind. The people of England went with the flow of
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the need of change, because of the increasing number of

population and science development and their impact on the

working class’ lifestyle, religion and spirituality.

Key words: social problems, poverty, bad living conditions,

population and science development, religion and spirituality.
Introduction

The British literature and society are divided into
different and various historical parts referred to as periods
while the exact names and dates of these periods differ.
Amongst those periods, the Victorian era is considered as one
of the most important epochs in the history of England.
Therefore, it is as significant as the Elizabethan period in the
value of its works. In history, the Victorian age took place
from the starting of the reign of Queen Victoria in 1837 to her
death in 1901. However, the Victorian age is thought of to
begin just immediately after the defeat of Napoleon in 1815.

Additionally, the Victorian age witnessed vast changes
and transfer in the domains of politics, economics, and
sciences; thus it could be described as an age of reform and
transition. One more element, which might seem as a contrast,
that though it is an era of progress and advancement, it is an
age of doubts and paradoxes at the same time, because of the
new thoughts in religion and the building blocks of the society,
and problems such as poverty and terrible living conditions.

Generally, Britain was under rapid change and transfer
in the way of living and in the minds of its citizenship, as well.

Based on the background of the study described above,
this research paper intends to answer the following question:
What are the major problems and challenges that Britain faced
during the Victorian era?

Under this respect, these words would keep the door a
jar for approaching the veiled era about the society of the
Victorian period; hence, it deals with the society of the
Victorian era, the system of politics, the economic advance in
parallel with the process of science, the effect occurred
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because of the Industrial Revolution on the population growth,
and the religious new wave in the minds of the citizens.
. The Victorian Society

Great Britain is the name of a nation that had witnessed
several and different incidents through the progress of its
development, and under the control of different kings and
queens.

By and by, things get changed in England to a certain point
of transfer; the period between 20th of June 1837 and 22™ of
January 1901, marks both the Queen’s Victoria reign and the
Victorian era of British History. Historians in this field
describe this period as timing of peace, prosperity, refined
sensibilities, and national self-confidence for Britain. Indeed,
the term Victorianism under the roof of social history refers to
the study of the attitudes and culture of the Victorians with a
more focus on moralities and behaviours. It is also particularly
known that this era comes after The Georgian period and
before The Edwardian period (Huntington, 2002, P. 137)

2.1 The Request for Change

Generally speaking, nothing may speak and describe the
Victorian society like its search for self characterization;
because the sixty three years of Victoria’s reign were
noticeable by social changes. Within this context Sharpe and
Henderson (2004) claim that "the sixty three years of
Victoria's reign were marked by momentous and intimidating
social changes"(p. 451).

In spite of the challenges that Britain faced and the
threat of losing the real meaning of society, the Victorian era
could be described as an age of reform. Thompson claims that:

The whole meaning of Victorian England is lost if it is
thought of as a country of stuffy complacency and black top
hated moral piggery. Its frosty crinolines and dingy hansom
cabs its gas lit houses and over ornate draperies concealed a
people engaged in a tremendously exciting adventure  the
daring experiment of fitting industrial man into a democratic
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society (cited in Sharpe and Henderson, 2004, p. 460)

Once more, as it is taken into consideration; Britain was
smoothly moving to a state of becoming Europe’s most stable
and prosperous country. Different events and incidents mark
this transfer among which The Industrial Revolution, the
railway age, and steam engines are noticeably observed. Thus,
it can be described as an age of transition.

However, though the industrial revolution, Britain was
still seen as an agricultural country. For so, the country’s
society was seen as feudal and affected by Feudalism; a small
agricultural community controlled by land owners to whom
rents were paid by tenants of forms and cottages, except for
surgeons, and some with high position in the society within
rural communities. These elements picture the characteristics
of this society and of the lower regions as the same as ‘the life
of old times rather than the present life of the higher regions’
(Woodward, 1984, p.01).

In the scope of this, in the mid of the 19™ century the
request for social change was a middle class complex and
challenge of values and attitudes which is named Victorianism.
One of the main aspects of it is that the middle class and not
the aristocracy which takes the torch for self-improvement and
change, with getting the responsibility in charge to tone the
rights down for all of the society of the 19™ century. Bagehot
Jessica (2013), as many social commentators says:
Queen Victoria reigned over a society dominated by contrasts.
On one side were men of ideas and men of power who had
made their way to success or inherited it; on the other side
were ‘ignorant’ Dorset labourers, who would pelt ‘agitators’
rather than listen to them(p. 1).
Thus, this social conflict takes a hierarchical path wherein; the
lay people in a side are trying to defend their right of moving
ahead over progress and development, and the literate citizens
from the other side with their brightening doctrines and ideas.
2.2. Process of Science and Population

The rapid development of manufacturing with the flow
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of industrial revolution makes things easy and facile in the
latter part of the 18" century by the arrangement of coal and
steam engine, which put England the richest country in the
world at that time, and the process continued throughout the
period (Huntington, 2002, p. 180). It marks the most
fundamental transformation of human life in the history of the
world (Hobsbawm, 1999, p. XI).

Moreover, the Industrial Revolution created deep
changes in the British society at that time, because the
expansion of London and other famous cities in Great Britain
marked a change from a focus on the land to a more developed
and modern economy based on manufacturing and financial
institution (Carter and McRae, 1997, p. 71).

One more point, the flourishing of the nation in this side
helped the increase of the population from less than thirteen
millions in England in 1825 to nearly three times as many at
the end of the period.

Moreover, what also helpedto increase the population
was the foundation of the steam railway and steamship, at the
beginning of the period, replacing the Lumbering stagecoach
and the sailing vessel, and changing the old characteristics of
life into fashion and accessible habits. This also raises the
number of voyages and travels ‘at least a thousand times’
(Hobsbawm, 1999, p. 2). In addition to this, the electric
telegraph as a new discovered tool in 1844 brings the whole of
main part in Europe, and eventually of the world.

Within the same meaning of thought, people in England
started to find their refuge not just in wealth yet in health as
well; which by all means brought happiness and stability in
their life due to the remarkable advance in the sciences of
medicine, surgery, and hygiene. By all these elements, one
might notice that the Victorians were the first who experienced
rapid social and technological change, and this exposition
makes Europeans admire the British Wealth system.

2.3. Fundamental Issues
The stress of creating a new form of politics which goes
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hand in hand with the new face of society has generated some
challenges like:

a. The virtual situation of the House of Commons, Lords
and Monarchy which form altogether The Constitution, to
impose a question in how could the Monarchy still exercise
any of the powers it theoretically possessed before?

b. The opening of the door widely for people belonging
to different classes in society, has created kind of fear from a
revolution starting, or a good image to the faithfulness of
workers, through The Reform Acts of 1832, 1867, and 1884.

c. The reproduction of two-party system does not work
and suit most of the Victorian era. Parties were not well
organized and ready to split and disappear (The Tories in
1846, the Liberals in 1886).

d. The Laissez-faire doctrine which dominated the
Victorian attitudes in the economic policy; basing on free
trade, minimal state, and balanced budgets (Evans, 1976, p.
35).

2.4. The Working Class

The political progress has even touched the working
class which- to some extent- seems real and bona-fide: Labour
unions are legalized, and the strike right is recognized
immediately by all governments. One important outcome is
that Great Britain among all the European nations does not
experience a strong socialist movement or a great
revolutionary wave during the 19™ century. This happened
because of the confidence found in the hearts of the workers
towards their government and its politics.

France, Italy, and Germany witnessed a strong
revolutionary wave during the 1848, while Britain kept its
peace and social stability. As the German economist Werner
Sombart commented, ‘“Against roast beef and apple pie, all
dreams of socialist Utopias come to nothing”.

Historically proven, this political achievement created a
kind of shock to the remaining countries in Europe, in ‘how
did the British manage to deal with an industrial revolution
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that literally changed everything without seeing a great
political upheaval occur at the same time?’. The answer to this
is that the right of vote which the government give to the
middle class and the working class created an atmosphere of
mutual understanding intelligibility.

The middle class of the period befallen more rich and
powerful force in the society, whereas, despite of the fact that
new acts and rules have been created; the working class
remains poor and forced to work in bad conditions (Carter and
McRae, 1996, p. 126).

In the scope of this, BurgressWillson (1958) speaks that:
The Victorian Age thus had a large number of problems
to face. In many ways, it was an age of progress of railway —
building, steam ships reforms of all kinds but it was also an
age of doubt. There was too much poverty, too much injustice,
too much ugliness and too little certainty about faith or morals
— thus it became also an age of crusaders and reformers and
theorist" (p. 80).
Hence, uncertainty shadowed the minds owned by the working
class because of the ever-increasing number of challenges,
which influenced the faith of the inhabitants.
2.5. Religious Change

The Victorian age is considered as a religious age. The
French revolution, the reign of Terror, the wars of Napoleon,
the skepticism and rationalism of the enlightenment, are the
most important features which influenced the Christian faith as
a whole. J.A. Froude as a historian noted that “an established
religion...is the sanction of moral obligation; it gives authority
to the commandments, creates a fear of doing wrong, and a
sense of responsibility for doing it...” (Evans, 1976). So that,
as time of enlightenment is passing, the desire for religious
alteration goes further and further along with the permission
given to the ethical values to a much more complicated aspect
labeled spiritualism.

2.5.1. Spiritualism
In the most memorable and engaging realisations;
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Spiritualism is considered as the new biggest religious
movement in the Victorian era. It has what to do with a
continuous connection with ‘the dead through mediums’. In
other words, ‘dead people were all the rage’.

It flourished because it imposes nothing specific on
people to believe in; 1.e., they are not fixed but free. Indeed,
women are the main element in this belief, in ‘a position of
prominence’; simply because women used to attend in the
church more than men did. However, Christianity was too
much questioned; and this is the main reason why people of
the period did not find a stable religion to follow in a total
disciplined way till the end of the era.

The Bible was seen as the best source, and in other
terms the best guide to a moral life. ‘They saw the hand of
God in every event’, and success was argued as a reward of
virtue, and on the other had failure as a punishment of vice
(Huntington, 2002, p. 139).

. Conclusion

As concluding words, a general agreement 1s set about
the interrelated relation between Victorianism and the name
Queen Victoria, who inherited the thrown from 1837 till she
died in 1901. Yet, in how long lasted Victorianism experts
agree that it has nothing to do with the governing of the
Queen, because some evidences show that it ended up after her
death with the production of new scientific publications on
1910 (Carter and McRae, 1997, p. 130).

In the same line of thought, the Victorian era marked its
touch upon the history of England in general, and seized up the
social needs of that time in specific; so that none would
disagree if the speech is to concert the rough social ills that the
British citizens swallowed and after with the transfer occurred
spouted.

Bibliography
Bagehot, Walter. (1902). Literary Studies. New York:
Longmans, Green.

279



v'lﬂ

J ‘1,15?“\
2017 Glga / wolud! suall Ao ool yall dlxe
xr

Carter, Ronald, and John McRae. (1997). TheRoutledge
History of Literature in English: Britain and Ireland. London
and NewY ork: Routledge.

Carter, Roland, and John McRae. (1996). The Penguin Guide
to English Lit Evans, Ifor. (1976).4 Short History of English
Literature. Penguin Books. literature: Britain And Ireland,
London: Penguin Books.

Fletcher, Robert, Huntington. (2002).4 History of English
Literature: Blackmasks online.

Henderson, Heather and Sharpe, William. (2004). The
Victorian Age. The Longman Anthology of British literature:
Ed. Damrosch, David. Longman

Hobsbawm, Eric. (1999). Industry and Empire .London:
penguin books.

Willson John, Burgess. (1958). Anthology Burgess English
Literature. London: Longman.

280



