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The Role of School in Building Democracy in
John Dewey's Philosophy

2 530 janl Al hacalal) @ad (0 B puiolns 3Lkl

philoman70@yahoo.fr u‘:‘d‘
Ll ;) (S ;oI (o pellg B gulall wie Adsl phendtls Ao U WBMe mub gi ) Jlaadl 1is Bugy
Al sl Bale) ) awd Jolddl pelain¥l poiaill Jus ool G awlall i HLa | i) .S e Os>
G A IS A ool 3 g0l Iadiis GIAY) Budomd g Ao poudly And yadl o8 Lubai Alieiel! Adi ycdd!
sl Bale) dege ollalip OO Ol 81 3] Aalidned) duclaia ¥l OlB Hlasdl jg,u I) odad 3 ai
AL S LgadS g Audol plenndl @il (§5AT  AcendS Bugua A yd oAl B A el ddel ydenad!
Adeall b elaiedl Lol pgie 5i elall peiedl Hleiiwl B A AN sigd [ M Tued) Jheln g
<43 93 )
celatl zgiadt (A et (s U cadel phandl o Sl ¥ AMIGLALS

Abstract
I would like in this paper to highlight the relationship between democracy as a most viable and inclusive form
of government, and education as an essential tool for the possibility of a genuine democracy. I will begin by
John Dewey’s conception of the values of liberal democracy, individuality, freedom and self-realization. It is
worth to mention that Dewey has overcome the Classical Liberalism or the Old Individualism that confined
freedom to the absence of external constraints on the individual’s ability to pursue his chosen goals, arguing
that freedom consists in the positive fact of individual ‘s participation in the well organization of community life.
Besides, virtues of democracy need education to be rooted and maintained in society’s mind and individual’s
behaviour, for that reason the school is a social institution through which social reform should be achieved. But
before highlighting the principles of the progressive education, Dewey points out to the principal weaknesses
of the traditional education which was not concerned with students actual learning experiences and did not

attach importance to the scientific method as the best means to achieve democracy.

Keywords : Reform,; Democracy, ;Education, Liberalism, Science.
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1 —J.Dewey, Intelligence in the Modern World, John Dewey’s
philosophy, edited by Joseph Ratner, (N.Y: Modern Library Giant,
1939), p.400.
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