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Abstract

The obvious similarity between René Descartes and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz may suggest that the
philosophy of the later is totally in line with the Cartesian tradition. However there are many methodological
and epistemological divergences between the Cogito’s philosopher (Descartes) and the Monad’s philosopher
(Leibniz). In this article we intend to compare and contrast on one hand, the formalism of Leibniz and his
tendency to reconcile the traditional doctrines with creativity, and on the second hand, the intuitionism of
Descartes, his revolutionary tendency, and his rejection of history and all kinds of tradition. Significant and
profound divergences between them in terms of their representation of mathematical model and in the theory

of knowledge are also highlighted

Key Words : Theory of knowledge, Cartesian Tradition, Intuitionism, Formalism, Mathematical Model, Axiom,
Formal Logic, Scholasticism, Reconciliation, Essence, Pre-Established Harmony, Monad
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