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The Symbolic Function

of the Myth in Detecting
Truth (Symbolism of the Cave)
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Summary

The myth has always played an important and a principal role in showing the Truth for Plato throughout the
symbolic picture that characterized most of his works and writings. To be sure, Plato didn’t aim at overtaking
truth towards imagination from his use of the myth in his philosophic thoughts, but he wanted to overtake
imagination towards the philosophic truth in a particular way. Plato’s myth thus started to serve reason not
imagination so as to describe a philosophical theory symbolically. That theory changed into what we call
allegory, i.e,a myth of a philosophic content and a philosophic reasonable purposes. This is what we remark
especially in the Cave Allegory of Plato.

Key words
- The Myth - The Allegory — the Truth — the Ideal World — the Real World — the Cave Allegory..
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