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Abstract:The patient goes to the doctor to detect the source of his health suffering and
provide appropriate treatments. While doing this humanitarian work, he accesses many of the
patient's privacy, whether with the latter's permission or while using his knowledge to reach a
proper diagnosis of the disease. This prompted advocates of human rights to include it among
the rights of the individual, and to urge the criminalization of its assault. Accordingly, many
legislations have developed legal texts that preserve this right, including the Algerian
legislation, which explicitly stipulates in Article 24 of the Health Law the sanctity of private
life and medical secrets. It also deals with some issues related to this secret in separate texts.

Therefore, this study aims at clarifying the content of the professional secret and its
disclosure, while searching for the cases in which the act of disclosure is permissible.

Keywords: medical secret, disclosure,the patient, the doctor, public interest.
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