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Abstract :The issue of women has undergone major transformations in Western
and Arab society, considering them subordinate to men, which has reduced their
importance and status in a patriarchal society governed by customs and
traditions and in which the image of men is prominent, but what is approved by
the laws and heavenly religions is the opposite. This study aims to identify the
image of women in society in ancient and contemporary anthropological studies.
We start from the oldest social and global stages that humanity experienced until
the modern era, where women had a social and religious status in ancient
civilizations in which respect for women reached the utmost reverence, and
contemporary ones are among the most important. Anthropological studies after
Pa. Khoven, the views of Lewis Morgan, Frederick Image Engels, and Henry
Manny are among those who studied the family, the state, authority, and the
development of patriarchy, and contemporary anthropological theories, first and
foremost the theory of Siegrist and the Murdoch Atlas about the affiliation of
agricultural peoples to the maternal line, so women had a high social and
religious importance. We also address women's issues in Arab society, where
Islam gave them rights and duties to organize social life.

KEYWORDS: women; representation; society
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