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ECOWAS Efforts to Combat Organized Crime in West Africa
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Abstract:

Organized crime is a manifestation of cross-border crime, which is a source of threat
to West African countries due to the emergence and development of new forms of crime
within the countries of the Economic Organization for West African States (ECOWAS ) such
as: drug smuggling, human trafficking, light and small arms smuggling, and other crimes,
which is what It led to severe repercussions that affected economic security such as low
investments and lack of development in local communities, as well as human and social
security for many countries in the region, which would hinder the policy of integration
pursued by the Economic Community of West African States, and in these circumstances Te
recent to adopt a series of actions and measures that would reduce the spread and expansion
of organized crime in the region.

Keywords: Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Organized
Crime, Drug Smuggling, Human Trafficking, Small Arms and Small Arms Smuggling.
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