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Political and Constitutional Reforms in Mauritania: Reality and Challenges
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Abstract:

This analysis falls in the framework of my attempt to observe the movement of the political
and democratic change in Mauritania. We are dealing here with a series of political, legal,
constitutional, and institutional reforms launched in the country. An endeavor that has become
known as the democratic experience that started in 1991and is still progressing or moving from
a stage to another.

Mauritania has lived through the same political experience that most developing countries
particularly Arab and African have witnessed. Such countries have survived a period of
colonization followed by stage of independence. During this stage, countries have experienced
the foundation efforts duplicating French intuitional traditions. Furthermore, in the case of
Mauritania, these institutions have worked to concentrate power in the hands of one indusial
from 1959 to 1978. Hence, the country has witnessed the predominance of the military
institution over political life from 1978 to 1991. Then came the stage of political plurality and
democratic transition from 1991 up to now 2019.

Key words: Political reforms ; democratic transformation; democratic experiment; political
life; political pluralism.
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