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Abstract: We try to shed light on the diplomatic conflict between Rome and
Carthage to gain an ally in Africa, in order to serve their interests, and to disperse the
Numidian kings so as not to become a competitive regional power. At first, Syphax was
an ally of Carthage, then he turned to the Roman side, when he realized the stakes of the
diplomatic battle between the two powers, he would take a neutral position and seek
mediation (conference Saiga 206 BC). In the end, he takes the decision to ally himself
with Carthage.
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The same role was played by Massinissa, he fought on the side of Carthage in the
Iberian Peninsula, then he allied with the Romans after Carthage abandoned him, and
hastened to ally himself with Syphax. The policy of alliances played a fundamental role
in bringing about major transformations during the Second Punic War.
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