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Ottoman Religious Installations in Western Algeria:

A Toponymic Study of mascara's great Mosque and the
Mosque of Ain Al-Bayda as a model
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Abstract: Toponymy sometimes remains the only refuge for the student who tries
to give a convincing and logical explanation for many of the names that were given to
specific places, and derives its meaning from its significance in the language of the
inhabitants of the space of these toponyms, and this applies to many religious
architectural establishments that the city of Mascara witnessed during the Ottoman period
This research paper aims to root the names of these religious establishments and present
the different designations for them and the phenomena related to them and the reasons for
their designations, and because the toponymic study in its origin is a search in the past of
place names, it was relied on the historical analytical descriptive approach, where the use
of the geographical survey and classification method was used for the names of a sample
The study is the Great Mosque and Ain Al-Bayda Mosque, and the following results have
been reached:

The science of toponymia works to root the names of places through its categories and
criteria.

The origin of the name of the Ottoman collectors varies between the ethnonym and the
hydronium.

In light of these results, the study proposes some recommendations, the most important of
which are:

The necessity of field research in the field of toponymia .

These historic religious monuments must be protected from the terrible expansion of
chaotic construction around them.

Keywords: Toponymy, Mosques, Mascara City Content, History, Linguistic Study.
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