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Cultural expressions in Algerian tribal communities

Horse riding and alawi game in the Awlad Nahar tribe in the Sebdou-
Tlemcen region as a model
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Abstract:

The Awlad Nahar tribe is one of the largest tribes in the Algerian Southwest, where
it belongs to Idrisid families migrating from the East to the Islamic Maghreb. This tribe
performs a series of traditional rituals and games, including ceremonial, equestrian and
alawi games, which contribute to the production and reproduction of the tribe's cultural,
social and historical identity.
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This article attempts to reveal certain cultural practices in the Ouled Nahar region of
Sebdou Tlemcen. This approach has been used as a descriptive and analytical approach to
highlight the cultural, social and symbolic connotations of these games and to
demonstrate their role in preserving the viability and survival of this tribe, despite the
significant economic, social and cultural transformations that are taking place in Algerian
society.
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