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Doctors face death- social representation study
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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the behavior of doctors in their face of death cases and
the images that result from repeated death cases. The descriptive exploratory approach
and the theory of the central core were relied on. The results revealed the identification of
the central core formed by the first heterogeneous sample on the subject of death,
represented by a group of elements (fear, family, regret, unknown, reminder, right, account,
sins ...) thus a group of peripheral elements that reflect individual practice and guide their

behavior The second phase aims to identify the social representation of death among the

doctors (homogeneous sample), using a characterization questionnaire, the results showed
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that the social representation of the doctors, reflect the religious side which plays the role of
the psychological regulator, cases of repeated death can be interpreted by doctors as a failure
or weakness, so they adopt behaviors that reflect a syndrome of « John Wayne » to hide their

weakness.

Keywords: Death, social representation, central core, peripheral system
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