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Only a few rulers in Islamic history can be considered peers of Abu
Hammu Musa I1.This was due to the following factors:

1) The concern of many historians with following his intellectual and
political activities, praising him for his firm policy which he did not
inspire the other Ziyanid amirs with.

2) His battles and political struggles with the Merinids showed him to
be a strong ruler. He succeeded in expelling them from the Central
Maghrib and resurrecting the state of his Ziyanid ancestors in
760/1358.

3) His ability to combine political leadership with intellectual pursuits,
a trait rarely found among his predecessors. The best proof of this is
his book Wasitat al-Quluk fi Syasat al-Muluk He evinced great
knowledge and political expertise in guiding the state according to the
precepts of the shar’iah.

The quesitons we will consider are as follows:

1) What were the political and intellectual factors that played a role in
the upbringing of the sultan?

2) What were the political ideas of Abu Hammu Musa Il and did he
implement them in Tlemcen during his rule?
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