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Abstract:

Revealing the basic stakes of historical memory between Algeria and France is our main goal
in this research, taking the case of Emir Abdelkader in the report of the French historian Ben
Yammine, line by page. Our study addresses the topic from two complementary angles. The
first relates to history, which is the past, and the second has a direct relationship to memory,
which is the present. Note that history nourishes memory and the opposite is also true. What
did French historian Benjamin write lines about Emir Abdelkader in the report he submitted
to the President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, on January 20, 2021, and what
are the stakes of this in the present Algerian national memory?

This study is divided into three segments, the first in which we explain the issue of the
relationship between memory and history. In the second, we show the first attempts to
contain the memory of Emir Abdelkader by French colonialism in Algeria. As for the third and
final part, we explain the data on the case of Prince Abdelkader in Ben Yammine's 158-page
report.

The prince's personality did not receive much attention despite his importance in the history
of the two countries. The report did not listen to Algerian demands regarding archival
documents written by the Emir or signed by him himself. The report offers a set of
suggestions, but they are not sufficient. The author of the report wrote that he refrains from
using terms such as “apology.” As if he was saying nothing happened. However, the report
does not take the direction of criminalizing colonialism. Moreover, some French political
figures commented on this report and described it as fruitful, and even described it as a road
map, which is not the case. We believe that it is merely a formulation based on French public
opinion. This report is not a new attempt to write history from the perspective of the
historian, even if the one who edited and presented it is a professional in the profession of
history.

Keywords : Memory; history ; Stora ; Emir Abdul Qadir; Emmanuel Macron.
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