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Broken generation: Symbolic violence against children in Algerian television

advertising according to Pierre Bourdieu's approach
A Semiotic Analytical Study on a Range of Television Ads
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Abstract:

The aim of this research work is to discuss the problem of symbolic violence by Algerian audio-visual makers when
conjuring children in Algerian television commercials. Through the analysis by researchers of a deliberate sample of
advertisements on one of Algeria's private television channels, which builds and reflects a certain mental image of Algerian
children and by applying the semiotic approach of Rolan Barth as a research tool to the works in question, the researchers
have come up with a series of findings. The most important finding was that these advertisements put underage recipients

under the threat of massive symbolic violence, according to Pierre Bourdieu's confessions. They also engage in great
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symbolic violence against adult recipients. They provide a typical picture of Algerian children. They contribute to this
image among the various segments of society that receive this advertising content.

Keywords: Algerian children, symbolic violence, television advertising, mental images.
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