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Abstract:

This paper deals with the images of ego and the other in fiction that manifests itself in
many different patterns and it ranges from relative acceptance to rejection. However, it may,
in turn, reach the degree of self-melting and vanishing; especially with migration factor. This
influences the ideological dimensions such as identity, religion and homeland. Hayat Kasdi’s
novel “the wave and the grass” came as a model in approximating the fusion to the Algerian
expatriate and exposes his self conflict and his dialogue with the foreign colonial other in
defense of identity or giving it up.

By adopting criticism and narrative analysis method to the images of the self and the
other in the case of the study, and through giving examples from the novel that specifically
reveal the Algerian self, we came with that the theme of identity appeared heavily in the
emigrant novel. It is embodied in two images; the ego that is stripped relationally, nationally
and acculturationally from its identity and authenticity, and the conservative ego who
advocates for peace dialogue and human coexistence. That is evident in the novel through
Kamal the stripped and Naima the conservative.

Key words: The ego; the other; identity, the Algerian emigrant novel; Hayat KASDI
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