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Pictures of the conflict between the self and the other in Wasini Al-
Araj’s novel Memory of Water
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Abstract

The duality of the ego/other is centered on crossing borders, and this
dualism takes many forms, including: ego/id, north/west, ruler/ruled,
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coalition/difference..., and these and other dualities become embedded in
the folds of human culture, for religious and historical orientations. |,
ideologically, and geographically, so that the ego is a symbol of crushed
patriotism and resistance, in contrast to the other, which is a symbol of
transgression and political and cultural domination. This position was
created by the ego regarding the other in its imagination based on the
perceptions and reactions of the two contradictory parties.

The Algerian novel has suffered from the concerns of the self/other since its
early days, and the conflict between these two parties has shaped the largest
part of its features, complying with the rule of history that imposed on it a
long-term colonization, the effects of which extended even after its
withdrawal.

Keywords: self and other, conflict, oppression, ideology, politics.
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