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Theme of Alienation in Al-Sayyab's Poetry - A Gharib poem on the
Gulf as a model - a thematic approach
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Abstract:

The conditions into which one could be trapped into are of key importance. Man
in general is the fruit of his society, culture and history, and the Arab man in
particular has always been heavily influenced by social circumstances. Fear and
anxiety have always been placed at the heart of the Arab Man’s life and challenge.
Being surrounded by such a mess, Man would certainly become unable to have
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control over what surrounds him. Moreover, this reality fosters in man a sense of
isolation at times and rebellion at other times, for he is left with no option but to
escape this awful reality. In so doing, he becomes caught between two sides and
results in his being alienated. In order to better escape his reality, the poet does
not only picture for us his anguish, more than this, he transforms his ordeal and
state of being into written words. In light of this, the poet BadrShakir Al Sayyab
can be a good case in point in which the theme of alienation not only runs through
but also marks his body of poetry namely his renowned poem entitled “A
Stranger in the Gulf” . The present study takes as its primary concern to
profoundly examine the theme of alienation in BadrShakir Al Sayyab’s poem A
Stranger in the Gulf thematically.

Key Words: Alienation; Theme; Thematic; A Stranger in the Gulf; Al Sayyab.
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