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The human act in the Sunni Ash'ari school
His relationship with god's act and his relationship with the existential
function of man
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Abstract :

This presentation attempts to respond to its major issue relating to the specificity and
originality of the methodology and epistemological content proposed by the Sunni Ash'arite
school about the creation of the voluntary human act and divine creation. of this act on the
one hand, and of religious responsibility (taklif) on the other. It also aims to establish the
relationship of this responsibility to the existential function of man. Indeed, this question has
aroused much controversy in Muslim thought as in other religious traditions.

The Ash’ari school presented an integrated theory on the subject, known as the "theory of
the Acquisition ( al-kasb) through which it has attempted to resolve this problem and to
explain the voluntary human act by harmonizing the thesis of the divine creation of this
voluntary human act on the one hand and the thesis of the voluntary human acquisition of this
same act based on a prior intention ( gasd) on the other hand.

So what are the foundations and arguments of this Ash'arite theory and what is its impact on
the existential function of man?

Keywords: God's act; human act ; acquisition (kasbe) ; responsibility ; excise
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