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The psychological environment of the Israeli decision-maker and the war in
Syria: A study of Benjamin Netanyahu's trends
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Abstract :

This study discusses the role of the determinants of the psychological environment of the
Israeli decision-maker in determining the directions of the foreign policy of the Hebrew state, by
analyzing aspects of the theoretical relationship between foreign policy and the environment
surrounding the decision-maker. Because, in the end, political decisions are the outcome of the
political leaders' awareness of their environments. The nature of the decision-maker's perceptions of
the structural objective environment determinants determines his response pattern to them. Focusing
on highlighting the role of the personal and psychological characteristics of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, to explore their effects on the crystallization of his political personality,
including perceptions, beliefs and ideological values that played an influential role in shaping
Benjamin Netanyahu's political positions and determining the directions of Israeli foreign policy.

Benjamin Netanyahu focused his foreign policy on the developments in the Syrian crisis on
his ideological background, stemming from his political affiliation with the Israeli right, which is
based on commitment to the principle of Greater Israel. And his psychological and social
backgrounds based on exaggerating and portraying the Iranian threat as a threat to the Israeli
existence in order to consolidate its political legitimacy on the internal political front in light of the
corruption charges that are chasing him.

Keywords: Benjamin Netanyahu, The psychological environment, the Syrian crises, Israel,
foreign policy
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