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Citizen participation in supporting local development from a democratic
Participation perspective - a reading in the Algerian experience-
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Abstract: The article attempts to capture the role played by the citizen, as a partner and a basic
actor in the process of supporting and making local development, from the perspective of a
participatory approach, which was proposed as an alternative to representative democracy, through
the path of what was called: democratization of democracy. This study also aimed to disintegrate
the Algerian experience in the field of participatory democracy, despite its recentness, and to identify
the most important obstacles that prevented the completion of the course of reforms that were
initiated, following President Bouteflika's speech in 2011; Where experience has shown the
existence of many obstacles, especially legal and bureaucratic dumping, with societal resignation
from the developmental act .The study traced the legal backgrounds that consecrated local
participatory democracy, as it is a true tributary of local development through the method of
dialogue and consultation with citizens on how to manage public affairs and make decisions that
are sufficient to meet the challenges presented locally, and try to reveal the differentiated
importance of local citizen participation and its role in achieving local development and stability.
The population and their feeling that the established development programs are an integral part of
it, and in order to improve local services, it is necessary for the citizen to truly engage in the path
of local development in an individual or collective framework, to avoid all obstacles.

Keywords: Participatory democracy, participation, citizen, local development, obstacles, the
Algerian experience.
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low and declining voter turnouts, increasing distrust in democratic politicians and
processes, and declining levels of participation in organized political society can be
countered by actively promoting citizens’ involvement in important decision-
making processes—fostering what Avritzer calls “participatory publics”—
especially at the local or grass-roots level where politics can more easily be seen to
be relevant to peoples’ day-to-day lives ?%.
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(3) patemane, Carole, Participation and Democratic theory, (Cambridge: Cambridge
university press, 1970).

“ Maha Messaoudene, Karima Messaoudi, «QUELLE « DEMOCRATIE »
PARTICIPATIVE EN ALGERIE ?», La Pensée, N° 385, Fondation Gabriel Pé

ri,( 2016/1), p 62.

* Participatory Democracy has been embraced by a growing number of intellectuals, and
by leaders and activists of the political Left and Center-Left throughout the world, as a
means to directly address the problems of Elitist Democracy. It has also been adopted by
many within the international development community, and even by a large number of
ostensibly nonideological municipal leaders and administrators in the United States.

® Wwilliam. R. Nylen, Participatory Democracy versus Elitist Democracy: Lessons
from Brazil, (2003), p 27.

* A participatory democracy is a model of democracy in which citizens have the power to
make policy decisions. Participatory democracy emphasizes the broad participation of
people in politics, in which citizens have the power to decide directly on policy and
politicians are responsible for implementing those policy decisions.

©® Maha Messaoudene, Karima Messaoudi, op.cit, p p 62-63.
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* Est-ce la fin d’un gouvernement a la culture jacobine, basé sur une gestion centralisée et
la naissance d’une nouvelle mani¢re de gérer la ville, laquelle privilégie une gestion
partagée incluant les différents acteurs ?

(12 Maha Messaoudene, Karima Messaoudi, op.cit, p 61.

* Public-Private Partnerships: The [PPP] process should put people first by increasing
accountability and transparency in projects and through these improving people’s
livelihoods, especially the socially and economically disadvantaged

@9 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, GUIDEBOOK ON
PROMOTING GOOD GOVERNANCE IN PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.
New York and Geneva : United Nations Publications, 2008, p 59.

@4 1hidem.
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(19 Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro, Matthew S, Political Participation and Quality of Life.
Washington: Inter-American Development Bank, Research Dept. Ill. Title. V.

Series,( july 2008), p 04.
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@D William. R. Nylen, op.cit, p p 27-28.

®2) Ibidem.
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¢7 Bertelsmann Fondation, Democracy and Efficiency in Local Government,

Bertelsmann Fondation, 1994, P P 24-30.
8 Maha Messaoudene, Karima Messaoudi, op.cit, p 64.

sl Sl il e (3 AL ablas) slofy slodll 108 (omedl fanll Lnis » (3l Flo O
ST o 5 Sm pa da2 daalr il palally Bsid1 IS (ml )

RWHPRSI

58 o canis ol 4D
B L 1 A 3 elane Yy Apslas¥) olabod) 1S B gl el V1 it " e 2l (42
Lot daalr clal) Jodl (3 Baladl olulindly LS 1 Lol gl (3 dadie Al MR ¥ el
2019 5452524 : ay (5 it
2018/03/11 1ls 3l g < ist s (9

207


https://bit.ly/39A3LVC
https://bit.ly/2Epdqnz

e AP

@9 B.Chellali, « La démocratie participative pour consacrer que " le peuple est mandant

primaire " », en parcourant du : https://bit.ly/32NE1nK le: 20/09/2020.
@ Aknouche Nour Esabah, « La privatisation de L’état, Vers une Nouvelle Politique

Publique ? », communication faite au Forum international: Gouvernance et politiques
publiques au pays Maghrebianne, Université Mohamed Khider de Biskra, les 24-25 février
20109.
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