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The desert city: in what sense? An approach to the concept
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Abstract : This paper seeks to stand at the meaning of the concept of the desert city, by searching
for the variables that control the formulation of the concept, which are primarily related to spatial
and climatic variables, but this does not negate the existence of variables that have the same status
in determining the features of the desert city, and they cannot be neglected or overlookedwhich are
variables related to the social and historical contexts to form these urban formations that differ in
content and form from their counterparts in many regions of the world, but are almost unique to the
countries of the Maghreb and become an inherent characteristic of them,.

and this is what makes it difficult for the concept of the city to emerge with its recognized
components, compared to the concept of the palace and the oasis, and accordingly This contribution
approaches the concept by referring to the sociological field, which helps in crystallizing the
concept on the one hand, and the reality that gives clear contrasts in the different models of the
formation of these cities, given the vastness of the desert space and its differentiations, which can
only be revealed by introducing classifications that reduce the difficulty of Building a concept that
is generalized and consensual around it, and this in itself is part of the problem of approaching the
concept.
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